
Letter from the Chair 

 

 

Good News -- Subspecialty Sign-Out is Here! 

 For a long time now, MUSCôs Pathologists have aligned themselves 

along clinical service lines, providing diagnostic consultations and subspe-

cialty Tumor Boards and Clinical Conferences.  Taking this a step further, 

the same pathologists are now providing subspecialty-specific diagnostic 

interpretations for the majority of our clinical specimens: biopsy, routine, 

and consultation cases.  Overall, this should result in faster turn-around 

time, greater clinician satisfaction, better patient care, improvement in the 

quality of diagnostic information provided in the pathology report, and in-

creased incorporation of tumor-specific molecular testing results directed 

toward prognosis and planning individualized, patient-specific treatment 

modalities for each malignancy.   

 The subspecialty sign-out services include: breast, gastrointestinal 

and pulmonary resections, gastrointestinal and liver biopsies, interstitial 

lung disease, kidney, heart, transplant pathology, bone marrow/aspirates, 

lymph nodes, dermatopathology, placenta, cytology/fine needle aspiration, 

neuropathology, muscle biopsies, head and neck (ENT), thyroid and para-

thyroid, and ophthalmology.  Genitourinary and gynecologic pathology are 

currently being fully integrated, with individual pathologists already con-

sulting on each case.  We are excited about these new developments which 

will help us provide even better patient care! 
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Department òAll Handsó Meetings 
 

 Save the Date: The next ñAll Handsò meeting will 

be January 19th at 9:30 a.m. in Hollings Cancer Center, 

Room 120.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 

 

 

Youõre in the Spotlight! 

 Congratulations to Maxine Robinson, 

selected and recognized as the Employee of the 

Quarter!  A number of nominations were  

received for our second ñAll Handsò meeting. 

 

 Nomination cards can be found at each 

of the Departmentôs MUSC Excellence 

Communication Board locations: 2nd floor 

Walton Research Building and 3rd Floor 

Childrenôs Hospital. 

 

 

 

2010 Annual Benefits Enrollment 

October 1 - 31, 2010  

 The 2010 Insurance Advantage  the publication for 

Annual Enrollment is now available in hard copy for all em-

ployees to review.  You are invited to visit University Hu-

man Resources in Harborview Office Tower, Room 102, to 

pick up copies for your department.  The publication is also 

available online at the University Benefits website under 

"2010 Annual Enrollment Changes" at  

www.musc.edu/hrm/benefits.   

Changes become effective January 1, 2011. 

 CATTS Annual Compliance Training.  

  

 Once again, it is time for the Annual Compliance 

Training!  CATTS modules are due to be completed by 

December 1, 2010.  Mandatory training can be completed 

online by going to http://www.musc.edu/catts and using 

your Net ID and password for access.  Please complete the 

assigned lessons in your Lesson Plan.   

Logging in to CATTS 

1. http://www.musc.edu/catts Enter your Net ID. 

2. Enter your Password. 

3. Click the Log In button. 

CATTS opens at your ñPersonal Page.ò  There is a menu 

bar across the top and a set of Quick Links on the left. 

Your personal page gives you easy access to all your train-

ing assignments with a direct path to what you need most 

frequently under Quick Links, as well as the full list of 

options under the tabs on the Menu Bar.  If you have any 

questions please see the e-mail sent by Teresa Kennedy on 

October 8th for complete details that includes a CATTS 

Reference Guide.  

 

Arrivals 

We are delighted to welcome the following people to the 

Department: 

Jonathan McGuirt  and Dayvia Laws joined Dr. 

Makio Ogawaôs and Dr. Amanda LaRueôs laboratory 

on September 7, 2010.  They each join us as a Research 

Specialist I. 
 

Melanie Campos joined Dr. Su-Hua Shaôs laboratory 

on October 4, 2010 as a Research Specialist I. 
 

Molli Chmielorz joined the Laboratory Medicine Divi-

sion on October 18, 2010 as an Administrative Assis-

tant to Dr. Rick Nolte. 

Page 2 
Volume 1 Issue 4  

http://www.musc.edu/hrm/benefits
http://www.musc.edu/catts


 Immunopathology is the study of immunologically-mediated diseases and the applica-

tion of immunologic techniques to diagnose and investigate diseases.  Immunopathology 

crosses many different fields of medicine and the actual work of an immunopathologist will 

vary from institution to institution.  In the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at 

MUSC, the Immunopathology Section includes serology (testing of serum for autoimmune and 

infectious diseases), nephropathology (because many medical kidney diseases have an immu-

nologic basis), heart and kidney transplant pathology, immunofluorescence microscopy, and 

flow cytometry.  Immunopathology was a board certified subspecialty of the American Board of Pathology from 1983 

to 1997.  During that period of time, 175 immunopathologists became board certified, of whom 168 are still alive. 
 

 MUSC has a rich history in immunopathology.  In the early 1960ôs, Dr. Rawling Pratt-Thomas, then chair of 

Pathology, gave John Ward, a resident in pathology, a portion of kidney from a sixteen year old girl who died with  

glomerulonephritis.  Dr. Ward isolated rabbit antibody against immunoglobulin, and with the help of Dr. Bartow Culp 

in the Department of Biochemistry, conjugated it to fluorescene isothionate.  He then demonstrated the presence of im-

mune complexes in the glomeruli of the kidney by immunofluorescence, an early clinical use of this technique.  Drs. 

Sam Spicer and Bob Phifer in 1969 and 1970 pioneered the use of immunohistochemistry using immunoperoxidase.  

They were able demonstrate adrenocorticotropic hormone in the cells of the pituitary.  The methodology which they 

helped develop is now widely used in surgical pathology to aid in tumor identification and classification.  Also, in the 

1970ôs, Dr. Jim Majeski set up a clinical immunopathology laboratory which, in conjunction with the relatively new 

technique of kidney biopsy, brought direct immunofluorescence techniques into routine clinical care.  Dr. Sterling Ains-

worth came to MUSC from Harvard to run the immunopathology laboratory.  He had worked with Dr. Albert Coons,  

who invented the technique of immunofluorescence.  Here at MUSC, Dr. Mariano LaVia, in the early 1980ôs, was one 

of the pioneers in bringing flow cytometry into clinical practice.  Also, he was one of the founders of the Clinical Cy-

tometry meeting which evolved into the Clinical Cytometry Society, one of the leading clinical flow cytometry organi-

zations in the world. 
 

Today the immunopathology division at MUSC impacts 

on many areas.  Flow cytometry is critical in the  

diagnosis and classification of leukemias and lymphomas.  

The enumeration of CD4 lymphocytes by flow cytometry 

guides therapy in HIV infected patients.  We count CD34 

positive hematopoietic stems cells by flow cytometry, 

making the harvesting of hematopoietic stems cells for 

transplant as efficient as possible.  Monitoring  

immunomodulatory therapy involving antibodies to   

T-cells and B-cells is made possible by flow cytometry.  

Immunofluorescence microscopy is used in the diagnosis 

of immunologically mediated skin diseases such as  

pemphigus vulgaris, bullous pemphigoid, linear IgA  

disease, dermatitis herpetiformis, and Henoch-Scholein  

    purpura.  The serology lab works day and night to do the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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By: Sally Self, Professor and  

Director, Diagnostic Immunology  

Direct immunofluorescence of a glomerulus showing IgG deposition in a 

case of Membranous Glomerulopathy. 


